Common lumps and bumps of the head and neck in infants and children.
The majority of lesions in the neck of children will prove to be benign and of congenital origin arising from such structures as the thyroglossal duct and the branchial clefts in addition to hemangiomas and lymphangiomas. However, it is essential that lymphadenopathy be proven infectious and any asymptomatic lymph node enlargement must be considered Hodgkin's disease until proven otherwise. The occasional neuroblastoma or rhabdomyosarcoma presenting in the neck can usually be identified as solid by sonography, leading to early investigation and biopsy. Because of the abundance of important structures that course through the neck, surgery should be conducted in an operating suite with sophisticated, modern anesthetic techniques and with a surgeon experienced in dealing with the full array of lesions that occur.